HIS  RULING  IDEAS  AND AIMS

would let himself go in the same manner and seek
his effects through multitude and the quality of
the living voice.

Finally, "Leaves of Grass" is an utterance out
of the depths of primordial, aboriginal human
nature. It embodies and exploits a character not
rendered uiuemic by civilisation, but preserving a
sweet and sane savagery, indebted to culture only as
a means to escape culture, reaching back always,
through books, art, civilixalion, to fresh, unsophis-
ticated nature, and drawing his strength from this
source.

Another of the ideas that master Whitman and
rule him is the idea of identity, that you are you
and I am I, and that we are henceforth secure what-
ever comes or goes. lie revels in this idea; it is
fruitful with him; it begets in him the ego-enthusi-
asm, and is at the bottom of his tm.sltnknble faith in
immortality. It leavens all his work. It cannot be
too often said that the book is not merely a collection
of pretty poems, themes elaborated and followed out
at long removes from the personality of the poet,
but a series of mird'cx into the world of materials,
the American world, piercing through the ostensible
shows of things to the interior meanings, and illus-
trating in a free and large way the genesis and
growth of it man, his free UMC of the world about
him, appropriating it to himself, seeking his spirit-
ual identity through its various objects and expert-
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